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Ureunque defecere mores, 


Dedecorant bene nata culpe. 


— ee . a 


Horace. 
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HER E is a very good Collestion of Books 
and! F-aéts,- pubhifhd within thefe few 
Years, upon the Subject of Education, and 
“by way cf Advice to Yiune Noblemen and 

Gentlemen ; full of excellent-Rules and In- 
ftructions,’for tlie better Governing and Condusting of 
that early Immarwre Part of their leven when the firft 
Foundations of their future Well-being are’ to be laid 
aid modeHed, and thofe durable Impreffions of Virtue 
and:(Goodnefs to be made on their Minds; which being 
hercafrer‘improved by Judgment and Experience, -riay 
produce great and heroick Actions, and fhine forth in a 
richie Wie ofall chofe Opportunities; that high Birch, 
ar cmiment Station, a large Fortune, and an Englifh Ge- 
ni. cannot fail co give thofe above us: For all which 
they areftriétly accountable, if they do not employ 
than in the Service of their Country: And if they do 
entiely give themfelves up to thar Intereft, the leaft 
Part of their Reward (ferting afide the ‘Confiderations 





of another Life): is very ample and defirable, the Raifing _ T. 
of ~Ma:hematicks, Hiftory, Clafftcal Learning, and the like ; 


and Adorning their Families, the ‘Eitecm and Love 
Mankind, Increafe of Honours and Riches, and rhe 
— ‘furteiting Enioyment of prefeut and pofhumous 

Ory. 

When we confider, that our ¥a#n2 Nobility and Gentry 
are growing’ up to be our Governors that the Charch, 
the Senate, the Court, the Camp, and. Bench of Faftice, 
are to be furniihd with their chiefeft Ornaments and 
Supports, out of the Number of thefe ripening Britons ; 
many of whom are Ordain’d to bear the more imme- 
diate Image of Mate/ry, to refle& Honour upon their 
Country both ar home and abroad, and to enforce Au- 
thority by Example, in the Government of the People 
under them: we fhall think no Care too much, no 
Caution and Vigiiatice ill beftow'd, for the Training 
and Bringing up a hopetul Race of proper Candidates 
and Succeffors in the highen Pofts and Dignities of the 
Kingdom: Left being feduced by evil Councels when 
Young, they make it their Bufinefs when Old, to mif- 
lead their Country the fame way they were miiled rhem- 
felves ; and Jive in the continual. want of a Reforma- 
tion, when it {hould be their conftant Employ to Re- 
form others. Were this timely Provifion made, and 
the Entail of the Civil Lif fecur‘d in the bef manner, 
when Hereditary Merit went hand in hand with Here- 
ditary Honour and Fortune, there’ would be lefs Occa- 
fion for the Prerogative (as otherwife it often muft) to 
clofe up a Defeét of this Kind, and to retrieve a Sape- 
rior Order of Subjetts by New Creations ; as well in Cafe 
of Degeneracy, as to prevent the Danger of Exxtinélion. 

One would be apt to believe, fiom the fine Things 
We are fometimes tempted to fay of our felves, that 
we lived in anAge-and Country, fo far enlighten’d, 
and fo fully improv'd in the Knowledge of every ufeful 
Art and Science, as not ta be ata lofs where to find the 
beft Majfers, and the nobleft Schools and Academies, 
for the Educaring our Youth of the Firft Rank, in all 
the Pertegtion of good Lievatare, fri& Morals, and fub- 


lime Virtue. We haveal] the Help thar Books can give 
us; whereby the Courfe of Scudying is become more 


eafy, pleafant, and methodical; and the Choice of good 
‘Authors may be learn’d in common Converfation, pro- 


vided ‘the' Pupil can be’Kept within the Bounds of'a due 
Medium, without over charging his Parts with Lumber, 
or indulging the volatile Gaiety of his Genizes with No- 
velty and Trifles. ‘[here is no great Difficulty in being 
able to tell, where are beft Acadenes and Majiirs tox 
teaching the lefler Accomplithments, the Mcchanica! 
Morals, and outfide Improvements of a Fine Genrle- 


‘man: Where a’ Noble Yourh may learn to Ride, to 
*Fence, 10 Dance, to Drax, or Play on the Muick, after 


the fineft Manner: And a very-ereat fhare of Expence 
and Emulation is Jaid out in thefe Externals of good 
Breeding ; which are but the Scenary and Decoration of 
an Hervick Charatiir, and no more Intrinfick to ‘aGreat 
Man, than the Toga, the Pixzc, or Buskins, ate a Part 


of Cito or of Cejar.. If we proceed further, and take 


in fome of the Politer Arts, fuch as Poetry, Painting, 


ftill ic is very eafy for us to have Recourfe to the only- 
approv'd Authors and Teachers, who can give us a true 
Relifh of thefe Improvements. ‘Why then fhould we 
not be equally Careful and Diligent in finding our the 
moft Famous Teachers and Syftems of Diviaty, Mora- 
lity, Law, Polity, and Government ; whence are tmbib'd 
all the noble Arts and Virtues, that render a Man fic 
to Govern in his Country, and to ferve a Nation in its 
feveral Religious and Civil Interefts ? For rhefe Things 
ftand more open to the View and Notice of the World, 
as being of greater Confequence to Mankind, by fitting 
out and accomplifhing the beft and greareft ! Herses : 
And a Competency in this fort of Knowledge is attain- 
able with the very fame Pains and Expence, which are 
often’ employ’d upon Studies of lefs Moment; I had 
almoft fiid, upon Fafhions and Vanities. How Rugged 
and Severe foever thefe Arts may feem, yet fince tlic 
Statefman, the Senator, the Fudge, and the Magyfraze, 
are to be diftinguifh’d in proportion to their Skill in 
Either or All of them, it 1s not barely commendable, 
but even neceflary, that our Youth of Birth and For- 
tune fhould be Converfint therein, as they hope to 
maintain the Dignity of their future Stations. Sooner 
fhould a Mobleman forger his Titles and Pedigree, this, 
ceafe to Exercife himfeit in thele Accompli{hmenrts of 
the Mind ; which férve to make him Excel as a Cori- 
fiian, a Proteftant, and Church of England Man, a Go- 
vernor, a Subject, a Briton, and a true Lover of his 
Country; without which Charafters he does not de- 
ferve to be Nible, and with them muft Ourthine a!! 
that Heraldry and Prerogative can beftow upon him 
Thefe Attainments therefore merit all the Expence, tlie 
Leifure, and Induftry, that the Rich and High bora cain 
fpare, or do commonly lay our, whenever their own 
Honour and Advantage is moit nearly concernd: And 
it is true in Fact, that among all the great Names with 
which the Engiijh Hi/tory is Spangled, none have made 
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fo bevht a Figure. or will derive fuch lafting Impref- 


xf fons upon Poftcriry, as the Names of thofe Noble 
4 a) . 
assy? briions, who to 


Acquird or Hereditary Honours have 
addad the Glorious Advantages of a Learned Cheratler : 
Witnefs the Names of Bacon, Herbert, Poyle, Ihde, 
and Haris s whofe very Repetition, ftrip'd of all other 
tities, brings more Ideas of Honour and Veneration to 
our Minds, than can poflibly be annex'd to a Rube or a 
(o70nel. 

I hope there is ne Reafon to fuggcft, that the old Sa- 
tyiical Reflection bears hard upon many great Families 
aniong us; and that fome People of Rank are at more 
Eapcice and Trouble to train a Dog or a Horfe, than 
io educate a Ward, ox an Heir Apparent. But certainly 
our Care and Concern in thefe Cafes ought to be re- 
doubled, when we reflcct upon the many ftrange and 
unaccountable Methods, which Facton takes to propa- 
vate our Diforders and Corruptions, and to hand them 
dein to Pofterity. How many ravenous Kites and Birds 
of Prey have we, continually hovering about a gene- 
rous Brood ¢ With wine Attention and Affiduity do 
the Mafters aird Engineers of Sedition watch a young, 
tich and noble Heir ; to win him over betimes, to give 
an carly Bent to his Affections, and Infill into’ him the 
Rodi:nents of Ineligion and Ditloyalry? How do they 
mike Court to his Fibles and Vices? humour his Pat- 
fions and Apperites, and fix his Defires upon the worft 
Objects, and his Refentments upon the beft, by fuch 
firong Prejudices and Prepoffeflions, that Age and Ex- 
pericrice can never effectually eraze them? And yet 
none fo forward as thefe People, when they talk the 
Language of Aeiys and Free-thinkers, to impute all 
Religion and Virixc to the Prejudices of Education, and 
to complain of the Clergy tor prepoflefling our Youth ; 
whilt- their own Pupils and Followers are the greateft 
Higots ard Enihufia}s in Nature, and Slaves to a Faction, 
that only writes Liberty upon her Banners. 

I thall not enter upon any of thofe Topicks of Edu- 
cation or Advice to young Noblemen and Gentlemen, 
which the Authors, above hinted at, have fo fully dif 
culfed.: Becaufe. they have fo far exhaufted the Subyeet, 
aid been fo very ‘Minute and Particular, as to touch 
upon feveral Circumflances of it, which to common 
Readets feem Trivial and Inconfiderable. They have 
purfits’d their Pupil thro’ all his Stages, from the )Ve- 
Nwrfe to the Dry; aud have been fo curious as to Mo- 
del eyery Part of him, the Vegetable and Animal, as 
well as the Rational. But becaufe they proceed altoze- 
ther by itated Rules and Syfiems, and do not fo much 
regafd the prefent Wants and reigning Corruptions of 
our Youth; therefore many things may efcape them, 
which deferve our more particular Notice. Some ot 
thefe I fall juft mention; tho’ they are apparent De- 
fects in the Conduct and Lehaviour of young Gentle- 
men of Birth and Fortune, and will have a very bad 
Influence upon their Character and Principles. 

There are fome, who give into Party-Difputes, be- 
fore they have made any tolerable Progrefs in thofe 
Studies, which fhould render them tolerable Majfters of 
the common controverted Points in Religion and Go- 
vernments They hunt after Weekvy Papers and Pamphlets, 
axl throw away as much Time and Pains in colle<t- 
ing aad perufing valt heaps of Scandal and Scuff, the 
Rubaldry and Dregs of Sedition and Calumny, as would 
ferve to carry them thro’ Grotias, Puffendorf, TLcker, 
Fuftinian, nay even thro’ the Lars and Statates of their 
own Country; and woul! have furnithed uiem with 
Learning enough to anfwer, in a tew Sentences, the 


Produ& of a whole 27. ¢ » Wrangle in Pampblets and 
Libels. Bat becaufe tiiole bulky venerable Pieces are 
not of a Size and Habit fit ro be introduced into Gee. 
boufes and Places ot mixd Refort, therefore the En- 
quiries ant Converfation of our Youth are taken up 
with the transitory Difputes of the Day, with Embryo s 
and Mufhroom-Politicks, born Yejferday and dead to 
Morrow, even the Parents confpiring to haiten the un- 
timely End of their own OfFipring : And amidit this 
gltic and deluge of the Prefs, how much Trifling, Fai{e- 
hood, Nonfenfe, and Impertinence, is imposd upog 
weak, unskilful, raw and heedlefs Readers ; whereby 
the Impreflion of nobler and more ufeful Ideas is fore- 
ftall’d or crazed, and they become the carly ealie Pro- 
erty of Knaves and Bolt, ruth headlong into the 
ttle of Parties out of Romantick Folly and Madnefi, 
and pafs their Time among Rational Beings, either in 
an utter difregard of all Principles whatever, or a per- 
fect Inability to chufe thofe that are Lafting and Well- 
grounded. ' 
_ Others there are, who venture too foon upon the 
Knowiedge of Men, and prepofteroutly place it before 
the Knowledge of Books, as being a fhorter way of en- 
tring themielyes into Bufinefs, and of Pufhing to be 
Contiderable betimes, and flarting at once to the Goal 
and Barrier of Ambition. Hence you fee fo many 
Beardlefs Creatures, of good Birth and plentiful For- 
tunes, haunting Cubs and Levees, and dancing Atten- 
dance after the Sages of a Futtion, ata Time when they 
fhould be with Tui) or Tacitus, ot fome fuch more 
edifying and more agreeable Company. The Ruin of 
thefe unhappy Yourhs is almoft unavoidable. They 
are indulg’d in their Follies, gratify'd in their Vices, 
Allur’d ani Seduc’d with untimely Promifes and Flat- 
tery, taught to call every thing by a wrong Name, to 
fay Religion is Prie/fcraft, and Learning Pedantry, and to 
cry Liberty, Liberty, “whilft they grow bigoted Whig;, 
even before they are Men. Their Names, Bodies and 
Eftates, often fuffer in this Caufe; before they comé 
to know what it really means ; and no Time or Op- 
portunity is allow’d them to learn and be convince d 
what Dupes and Slaves they are, for fear of refcuing 
them from the Service of Faction and Sedition. They 
move, and fpeak, and aé& by Machinary, according to 
the Infufions and Inftigations of their Guardians and 
Achitophels. Thus Giants and Magicians have their 
Imps and Dwarfs, to go on mifchievous: Errands, and 
do their Drudgery. All the Reward of thefe Vaffals is 
only the Reputation of Raking in great Company. 
They are fowr'd in their Difpofitions, and drawn off 
trom thofe noble Views, and even trom that agreeable 
Relith of innocent Diverfions, which are number'd 
among the Advantages of Youth. Inftead of aiming 
to be Confiderable in the State ; inftead of adorning 
the Coxrt, and making regular Approathes to the Fu- 
vour of their Sovereign; inftead of, emulating the 
Examples of their Superiors, or winning the Approba- 
tion of their Equals, they devote themfelves to the 
Service of AZulecontents, catch the Jafcetious Humours 
of the Turbulent and Difappointed, tlirn all Pleafure 
into Party, skulk into little Cubs and Cabals, grow ti- 
diceloufly Popular by awkward Applicgtions to the 
Rabble, and Rehearfe Huydays with the ity of Boys, 
by huzzaing round Bonties, and burning Pepei, Devils, 
and Pretenders , tho’ the very next Day they aye tauglit 
to believe them come to Lite again, and to be feard 


with their Ghoffs and Apparisions. 4 





LONDON: Printed tor John Morphew, near Stationers-Hall, 1713. 
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